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Politics are preventing Taiwan from joining climate fight 
‘Our war against nature must stop,’ Dec. 2 


As delegates from countries in the world are gathering in Madrid now to finalize the rules governing the 2015 Paris 
climate accord, the admission by U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres that political will is needed to stop 
climate change is a wake-up call. 


Up to now, only 70 countries have pledged to stop emitting more greenhouse gases by 2050, and some of the 
world's largest emitters are not included. 


Being an emitter producing 0.75 per cent of the world's CO2, Taiwan has the political will to tackle the issue. 
However, due to the international political situation, Taiwan has been barred from participating in the Conference of 
the Parties held under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). 


Nevertheless, Taiwan has adopted the policy of "voluntary compliance" to international environmental agreements 
and has passed related laws aimed at slashing its greenhouse gas emissions to meet the goals of the Paris 
agreement. 


As the world continues to face climate change crises, this global issue requires a global solution. Excluding Taiwan 
overlooks the concept of climate justice emphasized in the Paris agreement and the significance of calling on all 
nations to take climate action. It's time for the UNFCCC to demonstrate its political will to include Taiwan in the 
global response to climate change. 


Catherine Y.M. Hsu, director general, 

Taipei Economic and Cultural Office, Toronto 

Shocking that climate denier is leading our electrical agency 
Ford dodges questions on energy board chair, Dec. 4 


It is frankly shocking that a well-known climate denier would be placed at the head of Ontario's Independent 
Electricity System Operator (IESO). 


Joe Oliver's ignorance of the reality of climate change effects in Canada, where warming is happening faster than 
the global average, and his false assertion that global warming is going to increase Canada's agricultural 
production, just shows how little he knows about climate science. 
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Renewable sources of energy such as solar photovoltaic and wind power are the keys to unlocking the 
inexhaustible potential of zero emission utility-scale electricity generation. It seems clear that with Oliver at the helm 
of the IESO, renewable energy technologies are going to be shown short shrift in Ontario. 


Martin Bush, Markham 
Ontario needs to strengthen, not weaken, animal protection 
Law silences whistleblowers, Opinion, Dec. 4 


Ontario's proposed Bill 156, the Security from Trespass and Protecting Food Safety Act, is a giant step backward 
for a civilized society. Cruelty on farms should be exposed, not tolerated. Rather than allowing current practices to 
continue, we need to strengthen the laws with respect to animal welfare. 


Research shows that the vast majority of people want to feel good about the food they eat. Therefore, laws should 
be in place to ensure animals are not mistreated while alive, thus giving the public confidence, rather than laws that 
allow animal cruelty to occur unchecked. 


Cruelty on farms does exist now and will only get worse if this bill passes. That's not my kind of Ontario. 
Charlotte Wilson, Inverary, Ont. 

Meng should lend her support to Canadians jailed in China 

Speak up for detained men, Editorial, Dec. 4 


It is nice to hear the positive remarks by Meng Wanzhou about the kind treatment she is receiving in Canada. What 
would be helpful and appreciated is if she would speak up loudly and clearly in support of the two Canadians 
arbitrarily jailed by the Chinese authorities. 


Charles Campisi, Oakville 
Tell Trump we refuse to build military on backs of the needy 
Trudeau sidesteps Trump question about Canada's defence spending at NATO summit, Online, Dec. 4 


If Prime Minister Justin Trudeau had been quicker on his feet, he could have asked U.S. President Donald Trump if 
he knew what proportion of Americans live in poverty. He could have pointed out that Canada is reluctant to build its 
military on the backs of the needy, but maybe that's a choice the U.S. has made. 


Mike Richard, Innisfil, Ont. 


So Trump demands that Canada spend 2 per cent of its GDP, or $42 billion a year, on the military, up from the 
current $25 billion. 


Would increased spending on the military, rather than on urgent climate action, be for the defence of Trump's 
empire? Trump doesn't know much U.S. history, but the American Revolution in 1775 was sparked when the 
empire of the day, Britain, forced the 13 colonists to pay for British military expenditures through customs duties and 
stamp taxes. 


Now that the U.S. is today's faltering empire, its leader calls Prime Minister Trudeau two-faced and demands that 
Canada shoulder more of the empire's military burden. Time to throw a Tea Party in Toronto's harbour. 


Gordon Laxer, Gravenhurst, Ont. 
Story on Kensington Market brought back fond memories 


Memories of Kensington - a small town in the city, Nov. 23 
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Thanks to Sherie Posesorski for evoking the sights and sounds of Kensington market for this 92-year-old man. | 
was born and raised among the shops and stalls of Kensington and lived there until 1952. A colourful area - 
oranges, green apples, yellow melons, etc. - with colourful characters. It is easy to glamourize that era and that 
area. But it was also a place of toil and travail. Shopkeepers working long hours for marginal profit under grubby 
conditions. Most of the inhabitants were immigrants, like my parents, escaping the pogroms of Europe. 


But Posesorski is right: No supermarket can ever replace Kensington Market. 


Alvin Rakoff, London, U.K. 
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